
Aldine Film & Photography Festival 2018-2019 
 
Entries will be judged against films in the same grade level and category. Teams may consist of up to 6 members but will 
have only one producer/director. There are three-grade level entry groups; elementary (PK-5), middle school (6-8), and 
high school (9-12).   Entries will consist of four categories (see below).  ALL submissions will be turned in via a YouTube 
link, using the student or teacher’s YouTube channel. 
 
Film Categories 
Documentary - Instructional, informative, PSA, etc. 
Narrative -Telling a story, drama, comedy, suspense, etc. 
60 Second Short - Can include any video 60 second or shorter video on any topic, including music videos, and book 
Trailers.  
Broadcast Journalism-  Video will be to a feature story that will not be less than two minutes or more than 3 minutes and 
will be reviewed based on journalistic criteria.  The story should include an interview, b-roll, quality sound, and lighting. 
 
Rules 
1. The maximum length of the film is 7 minutes.  
NOTE: 60 Second Short maximum time is 60 seconds.  
NOTE: The broadcast journalism category will have a time limit of 2-3 minutes. 
Broadcast Journalism Prompt:  Students are reporting on an event that has taken place on your campus 
(family night, football game, pep rally, muffins with mom, pta meeting....).  The event can take place at any time 
during the 2018-2019 school year.  Ensure the broadcast includes all of the basics of a broadcast, including 
good sound, b-roll, good lighting, and lower thirds. 
 
2. Entries must have been created during the 2018-2019 school year. 
3. Aldine ISD Media Release forms must be completed for your project. Printed copies of the Consent and Permission 
forms should be kept on file by your sponsor (you may be asked to provide them later). 
4. End credits should identify all writers, directors, cast, crew (including camera operators) and music.  
5. Individuals are limited to 3 Film Festival Entries. 
6. Teams must submit a contest entry form with each film entry (online through Google). A written summary of the film will 
be provided to include the director's vision and purpose for the film.  This will be considered as part of the process but will 
not be part of the judging criteria.  The summary will be used while introducing films if they reach the finals.  
7. All clips, images, effects, audio, and sound should be the original work of the students, otherwise proper copyright and 
citation must be provided. (Failure to comply will result in a 50% reduction of the total score.)  We recommend that you 
NOT use any commercially available music of any type unless you can verify it is in the public domain or copyright free. 
8. The film festival is intended to be a learning experience for the student. By all means, parents and sponsors may offer 
physical and technical support, particularly to younger entrants, but should encourage the student to make the decisions 
and allow the student producer to guide the vision of the film. 
9. A written summary of the film will be submitted to include the director's vision and purpose for the film.  This will be 
considered part of the submission process but not judged.  The summary will be used while introducing films if they reach 
the finals. 
 
DUE DATES:  Films must be submitted online by April 5th, 2019 
 
Note: All participants are subject to an interview regarding their filmmaking and writing process.  
 
Awards will be presented at the Aldine ISD Film Festival (May 3, 2019).  The festival will take place in the arena at MOC 
Education Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grading Rubric 
 

Extraordinary (20) Satisfactory (15) Needs Improvement (10) Incomplete (5) 

Title and Text 

The titles are compelling & provide motivating 
content that hooks the viewer from the start of 
the video & keeps the audience's attention. 

The titles are clear & coherent. They evoke 
interest & a response from the viewers. 

The titles show some structure, but do not 
create a strong sense of what is to follow. 
 

The titles do not orient the audience to what 
will follow. The sequencing is unclear & does 
not appear interesting to the audience. 

Audio Editing and Sound Design 

The audio is clear & effectively assists in 
communicating the main idea. The audio 
editing enhances the storytelling and adds 
value & atmosphere to the film. The sound 
design stirs a rich emotional response that 
enhances the storytelling. It adds excellent 
value & atmosphere to the story. 
 

The audio is clear, but only partially assists in 
communicating the story being told. The sound 
design stirs an emotional 
response that somewhat enhances the 
storytelling. It adds good value & atmosphere 
to the story. 
 

The audio is inconsistent in clarity at times & 
doesn’t communicate the story well. The 
viewer has to strain to hear the dialogue. The 
sound design does not stir an emotional 
response. It detracts from the storytelling. 

Audio is cut off & inconsistent. It interferes with 
the understanding of the story. The dialogue is 
absent or inaudible. The sound design is 
distracting, inappropriate, or completely 
missing. 
 

Video Editing Shots 

Transitions are used solely to aid in 
communicating the main idea. Visual effects 
are used wisely for emphasis in telling the 
story. Shots & scenes flow smoothly from shot 
to shot. Transitions are used to aid in 
communicating the 
main idea. 

Shots & scenes do not flow smoothly 
from shot to shot. Transitions from shot to shot 
are choppy. 

Visual effects are overdone & distract from 
telling the story. 
 

The video lacks an appropriate edit that tells a 
story. 

Story and Originality  

The story composition is Well crafted, original, 
and creatively communicates the story. The 
dialogue and visuals work together 
harmoniously to tell The story composition is 
original and effectively communicates the  
story. The dialogue and visuals help tell the 
story. 

The story composition has a few gaps 
or missing elements in character, plot, or 
dialogue. It causes a momentary lack of 
audience engagement and/or interest. 

The story lacks a plot, believable characters, 
or limiting dialogue.  

The story lacks originality and creativity and 
lacks interest. 

Purpose and Theme 

The short film has a clear & interesting 
purpose. It is an exemplary (model) in its 
category and integrates unexpected elements 
in. 

The short narrative film is interesting but its 
purpose or theme is somewhat unclear. It is 
appropriate for the category. 

 The short narrative film is interesting but its 
purpose or theme is somewhat unclear. It is 
not appropriate for the category. 

Cinematography 

All shots are clearly focused & well framed 
using the Rule of Thirds. The video is steady. 
The video shows evidence of excellent 
selection of various camera shots to tell a 
story. 
 

Most of the shots are clearly focused & well 
framed using the Rule of Thirds. The video is 
mostly steady.   shows evidence of fair 
selection of various camera shots to tell a 
story. 
 

Most of the shots are not clearly focused & 
well framed using the Rule of Thirds. The 
video rocks &/or shakes. The video does not 
show much evidence of various camera shots 
to tell a story. 

All of the shots are not clearly focused & well 
framed using the Rule of Thirds. The video 
rocks &/or shakes throughout most of the film. 

Closing Credits 

The closing credits are accurate, legible, & 
draw the viewer’s attention. 
 

Most of the closing credits are accurate, 
legible, & draw the viewer’s attention. 

Some of the closing credits are accurate, 
legible, & draw the viewer’s attention. 

None of the closing credits are accurate, 
legible, & draw the viewer’s attention 

Pacing and Time Limit 

The pacing of the film is purposeful and does 
not seem too short nor too long. The film is 
within the limit. 

The pacing seems to drag somewhat or needs 
slightly more detail in one place in the film. 
The film is within the limit. 

The pacing of the film is noticeably too long or 
too short in more than one place. The film is 
within the limit. 

The pacing of the film is noticeably too long or 
too short in multiple places. The film exceeds 
the limit. 

 
 


